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Exhibition to whose publications this work is intended as the contribu-
tion of the Imprimene Nationale. We cordially hope that the punctu-
ality thus neatly arranged for may be realised in fact If it be so, a
very important addition will certainly be made to the works published
during the nineteenth century on the history of printing. In order to
allow of unreduced facsimiles within ample margins the size of the book
is considerably larger even than the large folio La Mer det Hystoires,
printed by Pierre Le Ronge in 1488, the fine title-page of which, with its
great initial L, forms the first of the specimen illustrations. Others are
taken from Ve'rard's .Therence en frdcois and Chroniques de France
(though the large cut from the latter book really belongs to the Josefihus),
from some of the famous Livres ePHeures of Pigouchet and Vostre, and
from the Decameron of 1545, and the Songe de Poliphile of the next year.
All of them, without exception, are admirably reproduced, while it is
difficult to praise too highly the thirteen alphabets of fifteenth century
types with which this specimen ends. For these alphabets not only
every majuscule and minuscule of the fount illustrated has been picked
out and ranged in order, but we are shown also a complete set of stops,
tied letters, and contractions, bringing the total number of characters used
in the fount in most cases to over one hundred. As far as we know, the
only previous attempt to exhibit fifteenth century founts in such a manner
is that made in Braun's Notitta, published in 1788, where the capital
letters only of some German founts are shown on engraved plates. M.
Claudin's facsimiles are thus far more complete and also far more
accurate, and we should greatly like to know how they have been
obtained.

Of the text of the future book only two pages are here printed, but on
the other hand M. Claudin's preface of some five-and-twenty pages is
given in full. The greater part of this is devoted to a summaryof the
history of French book-illustration, which M, Claudin thinks has been
unjustly neglected, though thanks to the lists by Didot and the facsimiles
edited by Thierry-Poux, we should have thought that it was better known
than he imagines. Only one sentence in the preface excites our regret—
that in which M. Claudin speaks of the history of French printing during
the sixteenth century as " better known " than that of the fifteenth. We
do not forget what has been done for the presses of Simon Colines,
Geofiroy Tory, and the Estiennes, but with these exceptions we should
have thought that French printing during the sixteenth century—its
finest period—was still a very scantily explored subject in comparison
with which the history of the fifteenth century presses was comparatively
well-beaten ground. But we hope that M. Claudin will be better than
bis words forbode, and that after his book appears it may be as easy as
it is now difficult to trace the history of the many fine printers who
worked in France after the year 1500.

Ph. Renouard. Imprimeurs parisiens, libraires, fondeurs de
caracteres et correcteurs d'imprimerie depuis l'introduction
de l'itnprimerie £ Paris (1470) jusqu'a la fin du xvi. siecle;
leurs adresses, marques, enseignes, dates d'exercice, notes
sur leurs families, leurs alliances et leur descendance, d'apres
les renseignements bibliographiques et des documents infedits.
Avec un plan des quartiers de l'Universite et de la Cit6.
Paris, librairii A. Claudin, 1898, 120 pp. xvi., 480. Price 12
francs.

Pending the completion by M. Claudin of his own great work, he
has assisted, both as publisher and adviser, in the production of a very
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useful stop-gap, if, indeed, the extremely convenient form of M.
Renouard's work does not give it a permanent place as a book of
reference. In it all the information enumerated in the very exhaustive
title is arranged as a dictionary in the alphabetical order of the names of
the persons described, and we have already made sufficient use of the
book to be able to testify strongly to its practical value. Here and there
we have noted an apparent slip ; Andre" Bocard, for instance, to the best
of our belief, was printing in 1491, or five years earlier than the date
M. Renouard assigns to the commencement of his press, and Louis
Martineau's career began in 1482, not in 1483. We regret also that the
very hasty conclusions of M. Monceaux as to the part played by Pierre
Le Ronge in the production of early illustrated books in France should
have been adopted without modification. But the quantity of information
in the book is immense, and more especially for the obscurer printers of
the sixteenth century its usefulness is difficult to over-estimate. We only
wish that it extended beyond the walls of Paris, as the printers of Lyons
are hardly less numerous, and certainly more puzzling, than those of the
capital itself.

Xegal Dotes ant> Queries.
[Under this heading questions on Public Library lam which have

been submitted to the Hon. Solicitor of the L.A. are reported, together
•with the answers he has given. All questions should be addressed to the
Hon. Solicitor. H. W. FOVARGUE, ESQ., TOWN HALL, EASTBOURNR,
•who will send his replies direct to correspondents, on the condition that
both question and answer are to bt published in the LIBRARY.]

Question.

You were once before kind enough to assist me in a matter of
Library Law, and I shall be glad if you will kindly do so once again.

We have had a good deal of trouble with one of our borrowers over
the return of a book and payment of fines. After a good -leal of corre-
spondence he informed me the book is lost, and that he will neither p*^
for the book nor the fines.

1. I shall be glad to know whether we have power torsue for the
return of the book, or its value, and for the fines ?

2. May we sue upon the agreement contained in the enclosed
guarantee form and rules?

3. Is the form sufficiently binding to recover books, or their value,
and fines, seeing it is not stamped, as I presume an ordinary agreement
would be ?

4. If we cannot recover under the Libraries Acts 1892 and 1893, can
we do so under any other Acts ?

5. Is it necessary that to make our Rules and Regulations binding
and of force we should have them approved and sealed by the Local
Government Hoard or any other Authority than Library Commissioners
or Committee?

6. If it is necessary they should be so approved by a higher authority
than Library Commissioners or Committee, would the authority be at all
likely to approve them and render them of value sufficient to enforce
them?

 at U
niversity of M

ichigan on July 1, 2015
http://library.oxfordjournals.org/

D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://library.oxfordjournals.org/



